TAH MLS LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE  2010-11


Instructions:  Place cursor on box and when highlighted, type information.
Teacher’s Name:  Linda Campbell


Grade:
5


TAH Focus Year (i.e. YR 1 First Encounters) 3 Revolution
School:  Brooks Elementary



School District: Windsor Unified

Key Questions:

How does the political viewpoint of the author affect the telling of events?

Lesson Overview:

Each student will write a newspaper article about an event leading up to or during the Revolutionary War, taking the position of either a Loyalist or a Patriot.

Key Vocabulary:

Revolution, proclamation, act, congress, declaration of independence, patriot, loyalist, neutralist

Resources and Materials Needs:

Social studies text book. Encyclopedias and books about the Revolutionary War are optional, but recommended for additional information.

Standards Addressed:

History/Social Science:

5.5 Students explain the causes of the American Revolution.

5.6 Students understand the course and consequences of the American Revolution.

Language Arts:

Reading 2.0 Students read and understand informational text and materials.

Writing 2.3 Students write research reports about important ideas, issues or events.

Writing 2.4 Students write persuasive compositions stating a clear position.

Lesson Content Objective:

Students will explore an historical event, determine a political position, and write a newspaper article clearly stating both the sequence of events and the position of the author.

Engaging Scenario:

(Teacher’s Option) Harcourt Reflections has a useful introduction on perspective using paintings of the Boston Massacre. See pages 331-332 and 334-335. Compare the crowded scenes depicted in the paintings on 332 and 334 with the spacious town square on page 331. Ask students, What purpose is served by placing the characters in a crowded space? How would they describe this scene from the Patriots’ point of view? From the British soldiers'?
Lesson Sequence:

Hand out directions and review.

Using an overhead transparency or photocopies, model the process of extracting information from text in order to write an article.  (I use a transparency of an excerpt from American Revolution Battles and Leaders, pages 20-23, The Siege of Boston.)

First find the five W’s, then list details. As a whole class, write an article using the gathered information.

Discuss ‘point of view’ with students and model using practice article.

Have students share ideas for dramatically expressing an opinion, and include in the article.

Divide students into two groups, Patriots and Loyalists.

Optional: Assign one or two students per newspaper to act as student editors.

Optional: Assign one or two students per newspaper to be sketch artists.

Students choose, or are assigned, topics to research from a list of titles (attached), according to their political designation. (Note: The list of titles attached refers to pages in Harcourt Reflections. Teachers working with other text books will need to develop their own lists, using the one provided as a model.)

Working independently or with their opposing reporter, students research their topic and begin filling out the article outline form (attached). From this, they will write an article of at least three paragraphs. 

Completed articles are edited/revised by a student editor (optional) and then turned in for final approval.

Students write a final draft of their article on column paper.

Articles are collected and posted on the wall under the Loyalist Ledger or Patriot Press banner. The newspapers may also include relevant artwork (ie: important persons, battle scenes, political cartoons) from the sketch artists. 

(Attach student handouts.)

English Language Learner (ELL) Strategies/SIOP Skills Addressed:
	
	SKILLS
	NOTES

	
	Preparation:
X    Adaptation of Content

X    Links to Background

X    Links to Past Learning

X    Strategies Incorporated
	It is assumed that the teacher will use this lesson in conjunction with the Revolutionary War unit, and help students make connections to prior learning.

	
	Scaffolding:
X    Modeling

X    Guided Practice

X    Independent Practice

X    Comprehensible Input

	Support materials are provided to students at their own reading level. 

	
	Grouping Options:
X    Whole Class

· Small Groups

X    Partners

X    Independent

	

	
	Integration of Process:
X    Reading

X    Writing

X    Speaking (optional)
X    Listening (optional)


	

	
	Application:
X    Hands-on

X    Meaningful

X    Linked to Objectives

X    Promotes Engagement

	Students choose their article, have an opportunity to work with the opposing reporter, and are encouraged to use dramatic language.

	
	Assessment:
X     Individual

· Group

X    Written

X    Oral (optional)

	

	
	Other:


	


Assessment:

(Attach grading rubrics.)
See rubric.

Follow-up Activities:

Students may present their articles orally.

Students may debate the content of their articles with their opposing reporter.     
Further Activities:

     
Additional Resources:

There are many books available on the subject. You may wish to photocopy pages from some of them to provide additional information to the students in individual packets. The following are books I have relied upon:

American Revolution Battles and Leaders edited by Aaron R. Murray

Give Me Liberty! by Russell Freedman

American Revolution by Joy Masoff

Everybody’s Revolution by Thomas Fleming

George vs. George: The American Revolution as Seen from Both Sides by Rosalyn Schanzer

Liberty or Death by Betsy and Guilio Maestro 

Page 1 of 4

