TAH MLS LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE 2010-11


Think Like an Archaeologist

Teacher’s Name:  Molly Snider


Grade:
Five 

TAH Focus Year: First Encounters     

School:  Blosser Lane Elementary


School District: Willits Unified 
Key Questions:  What is an artifact?  What does an archaeologist do?  What do artifacts tell us about the past?  

Lesson Overview:  
Students will act as “detectives” and archaeologists by examining and formulating ideas about misc. objects.  Students will construct educated guesses as to where the objects originated and for what purpose they were created.  Like archaeologists, students will develop the idea of deduction when analyzing an incomplete picture or puzzle that leads to their hypothesises.  They will discover that archaeology is a field that facilitates creative ideas and cooperative learning.  They will discover that items contain messages sent from the past, carrying on the life stories of real people.
Key Vocabulary:  archaeology, archaeologist, evidence, observations, deductions, educated guess, analysis, reasoning, cause and effect relationships, generalizations, artifacts, clues, identify, culture, dig, site

Resources and Materials Needs:  
· misc. objects for discussion

· Byrd Baylor’s books:   Before You Came This Way and Clay Sings
Standards Addressed:
History/Social Science:  5.1.1 Describe how geography and climate influenced the way various nations lived and adjusted to the natural environment, including locations of villages, the distinct structures that they built, and how they obtained food, clothing, tools, and utensils.     
Language Arts:  5.2.2 The students will deliver informative presentations about an important idea, issue, or event by the following means:  frame questions to direct the investigation.  Establish a controlling idea or topic.  Develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples and explanations.
Lesson Content Objective: 
Students and teacher will examine misc. items and discuss possible uses and origins.  Within their discussions, the group will ask questions, create hypothesises and make educated guesses.
Engaging Scenario:  
What tools do you use to try to figure out a puzzle?  (observation, discussion, reflection, questioning, etc).  As an archaeologist, one tries to make sense of the past.  An archeologist acts like a detective, gathering evidence and making observations.  Through gathered evidence and collected data, one creates deductions and hypothesis based on conclusions.  This process is one that we use in problem solving, conflict resolution and piecing together our past.
Lesson Sequence:  

Preset:  Paper Bag Speech - bring in 3 items or symbols of yourself to share with the class.  What will they tell us about you?  This acts as mini speech where the process of observation begins.
Read aloud Byrd Baylor’s books, Before You Came This Way and When Clay Sings.  Discuss how we act as keepers of history and it is our job to be the voice that carries the memories of the past forward.  Ask what items left might leave stories of the people from the past.
Introduce concept of archaeology.

Show misc. objects and discuss where they might have come from based on what they are made of… what shape they may be… what purpose they may have been used for…Who would have used this?  What is it made of?  What is the object?  What was it meant to be?  When was this made?  When was it left here?  Where is this artifact from?  Where has it been?  Why was this important?  Why was this thrown away?  How can we understand the people who used this?  Do you think it was utilitarian, emotional, celebratory, sacred?

If someone found items left by us today, what might they hypothesize?

Follow up activities: 
     My Collection (see attached), classifying objects and discussion of regional attributes

     Museum Walk activity (see attached)

English Language Learner (ELL) Strategies/SIOP Skills Addressed:
	
	SKILLS
	NOTES

	
	Preparation:

*
Adaptation of Content

*
Links to Background

*
Links to Past Learning

*
Strategies Incorporated
	

	
	Scaffolding:

*
Modeling

*
Guided Practice

*
Independent Practice

*
Comprehensible Input


	

	
	Grouping Options:

*
Whole Class

*
Small Groups

*
Partners

*
Independent


	

	
	Integration of Process:

*
Reading

*
Writing

*
Speaking

*
Listening


	

	
	Application:

*
Hands-on

*
Meaningful

*
Linked to Objectives

*
Promotes Engagement


	

	
	Assessment:


Individual

*
Group


Written

*
Oral


	

	
	Other:


	


Assessment:  Informal observations through discussions     

Further Activities:  
How do we know that artifacts are really from a place?  What tools do archaeologists use to determine the age of objects and their origination?  How does travel, trade, nature affect how objects were move, are altered or are preserved?

Additional Resources:

Art to Zoo: Teaching Through Objects - Smithsonian Institute (activities in English and Spanish)

NPS Archeology Program: Archeology for Kids 
http://www.nps.gov/arceology/public/kids/index.htm
Historic Jamestowne:  How to Think Like an Archaeologist 

The Story of Virginia – An American Experience:  Archaeology-Its Methods and Uses


http://www.vahistorical.org/sva2003/lparch1.htm
Ancient History and Archaeology


http://www.goodsitesforkids.com/ancient.htm
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