TAH MLS LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE  2010-11


Instructions:  Place cursor on box and when highlighted, type information.
Teacher’s Name:  Tiffany Standridge


Grade:
5


TAH Focus Year (i.e. YR 1 First Encounters): Year 1: First Encounters
School:  Grace Hudson Elementary



School District: Ukiah Unified

Key Questions:

How did Native Americans pass on their traditions when most did not have a written language?

Lesson Overview:

This lesson is designed mainly for teachers using the Scott Foresman Our Nation consumable textbook, but could be adapted by fifth grade teachers using any textbook.

Students will learn about the “winter counts” that were done on animal hides by the Yanktonai of the Great Plains.  Students will then create their own winter counts out of grocery bags to mark important events in the past “winter” or year of their lives.  Each student should have at least ten events.  Each event must have a written descriptor (even though those are not evaluated here, one could certainly assess those separately).  At the end students will present their winter counts orally to the class.  This is a great project for students to work on individually while grouped with five or six other students which gives them language support as well as help devising symbols or pictographs.

*I teach Social Studies in Spanish and have included some Spanish vocabulary and Spanish rubrics.

Key Vocabulary:

English: Winter count, tradition, custom, folklore, artifact, animal hide, event, 

Spanish: Códice de invierno, tradición, costumbre, folklor, artefacto, piel de animal, evento

Resources and Materials Needs:

Brown grocery bags: have students bring them in, (also most grocery stores will give you several for free.  Two students can use the large sides of one bag.), several animal skin shaped templates made on card stock or old file folders for students to trace onto bags, colored pencils, scissors, Our Nation textbook by Scott Foresman p. 14.
Standards Addressed:

History/Social Science:

5.1.2 Describe their varied customs and folklore traditions.

Language Arts:

Listening and Speaking:  Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication 1.1.4 – 1.1.6

Lesson Content Objective:

The student will be able to relate important life events employing a method similar to one they have learned from studying Native American culture: the winter count.

Engaging Scenario:

Show a picture of an animal hide that has a winter count on it.  Ask students what they think this might be and what do the pictures mean.  Be sure to do this before you get to page 14 in the book which shows a hide and gives an explanation.

Lesson Sequence:

1. First show the picture.

2. Ask students what they think this might be and what do the pictures mean.  Discuss answers whole class.

3. After discussion ask students the key question listed above: How did Native Americans pass on their traditions when most did not have a written language?  Have discussion.

4. After discussion refer students to page 14 in their textbooks.  Read the explanation of a winter count together and answer the two brief questions in the book.

5. Have students discuss what events in their lives they deem as important with a partner.  Then generate a list of ideas on the board: holidays, birthdays, graduations, births of siblings, weddings, vacations, moving, new pets, awards, etc…

6. Students then work on their lists of important events in class and for homework so that they may be aided by their families in getting events in order.

7. They must also come up with a small picture or symbol for each event.

8. Once students have their event lists ready, they may start cutting out and recording their winter counts on their “skins” or brown paper grocery bags.

9. Show students a sample that you have made ahead of time.

10. Instruct them to cut the large sides off of each bag and recycle the rest.

11. Then they trace the template onto their bags.

12. Then they must crumple and straighten their bag several times to achieve the visual effect of an animal skin (they really enjoy doing this).

13. They should then cut the template out and are ready to draw their pictographs using the spiral design with the first event being in the center and subsequent events circling out.

14. When students have finished with their winter counts they should generate a brief written description of each event to study for their oral presentation.  Distribute and go over rubric with students so they know how they will be graded.

15. Assign study as homework and give class time as you see fit.

(Attach student handouts.)

English Language Learner (ELL) Strategies/SIOP Skills Addressed:
	
	SKILLS
	NOTES

	
	Preparation:
X    Adaptation of Content

X    Links to Background

· Links to Past Learning

X    Strategies Incorporated
	Content can be adapted to Spanish.  Personal nature of projects links to student background/prior knowledge.  Grouping and pairing strategies.  Key vocabulary is given, reviewed.

	
	Scaffolding:
X     Modeling

· Guided Practice

· Independent Practice

X    Comprehensible Input

	Students are shown models and examples to make content concepts clear.

	
	Grouping Options:
X    Whole Class

X     Small Groups

X     Partners

X     Independent

	This project uses whole class, small groups, partners, and independent grouping options to support all students.

	
	Integration of Process:
X     Reading

X     Writing

X     Speaking

X     Listening

	

	
	Application:
X     Hands-on

X     Meaningful

X     Linked to Objectives

X     Promotes Engagement

	

	
	Assessment:
X     Individual

· Group

· Written

X     Oral


	

	
	Other:


	


Assessment:

(Attach grading rubrics.)
See oral presentation rubrics in Spanish and English.  See project rubric.

Follow-up Activities:

Students can edit and submit the written explanations of their winter counts.

Further Activities:

N/A

Additional Resources:

N/A
Page 1 of 5

